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Welcome by President of Finnish 
Orienteering Federation
Dear Orienteering Friends,

On behalf of Finnish Orienteering Federation I am pleased to welcome competitors, team 
leaders, offi cials and guests to the 2013 World Orienteering Championships in Finland. Fin-
land will be the hosting country for the fourth time. The fi rst World Orienteering Champion-
ships were organized in 1966 in Fiskars. Tampere was the host city in 1979 and 2001. In 2013 
World Championships will be competed in Vuokatti in Kainuu region.

The basic idea of orienteering is now the same as it was in Fiskars in 1966 – navigation with 
the use of map in an unknown terrain. There are also many changes: maps are more accurate, 
new disciplines have been developed, the number of participating teams in World Champi-
onships has increased from 11 to over 40. For the spectators the following of orienteering 
competition has faced  a revolution through the help of GPS.  Kainuu Orienteering Week has 
also been organized since 1966. There were 315 participants at the fi rst O-week. The Record 
in Kainuu O-week is 5200 participants in 2007 in Vuokatti.

In Vuokatti we want to organize challenging World Championships respecting the idea of ori-
enteering. Also we want to offer a spectacular orienteering event for the audience in following 
the races in the arenas and by watching TV. We are aiming at having 10 000 participants in 
Kainuu Orienteering Week, our spectator race, to celebrate the atmosphere of orienteering.

I wish You high motivation in your preparation for 2013 World Orienteering Championships 
in Vuokatti.

Kirre Palmi
President of Finnish Orienteering Federation

TÄHÄN ISO KUVA
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1. Venue and Access
The World Orienteering Championships 2013, the World Trail Orienteering Championships 2013 and Kainuu 
Orienteering Week 2013 will be held in Vuokatti, Finland. All the competitions will be located inside 30 
minutes driving from the Event Centre – Vuokatti Sports Institute.

How to reach Finland and Vuokatti

Finland is easy to reach. Around 140 international fl ights arrive daily at Helsinki-Vantaa airport. Once you 
have arrived in Finland, fast, comfortable and punctual trains (including high speed Pendolinos) and buses 
run throughout the country. For cars, the road network extends to the most remote wilderness areas, while 
several airlines, including Finnair and Blue 1, serve more than 20 domestic airports across the country, 
including Kajaani only 30 minutes driving distance from Event Centre at Vuokatti. Vuokatti is also accessible 
trough Oulu and Kuopio airports about 1,5–2 hours drive from Vuokatti.

The Kajaani Airport and Kajaani Railway station shall be regarded as the offi cial airport and railway station 
from which the organizer offers transportation on request to the Event Centre. 

Finland – a country
of great spirit

 in orienteering
1.
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2. Program
World Championships in Orienteering 
and Trail-O 2013

Date Event Place
Thursday 4.7. Event Centre opens Vuokatti

Friday 5.7. Model events Vuokatti, Tipasoja

Saturday 6.7. am
pm

Technical model event
Model events

Vuokatti
Vuokatti, Tipasoja

Sunday 7.7. am Long distance Qualifi cation Tipasoja

Monday 8.7. am

pm

Sprint Qualifi cation
Opening Ceremony
Sprint Final

Vuokatti
Sotkamo
Sotkamo

Tuesday 9.7. am
pm

Trail-O model event
Long distance Final

Vuokatti
Tipasoja

Wednesday 10.7. am

pm

Trail-O 1
Model events
IOF / VIP / Media race

Vuokatti
Vuokatti
Sotkamo

Thursday 11.7. am Trail-O 2
Middle distance Qualifi cation

Sotkamo
Vuokatti

Friday 12.7. pm Middle distance Final Vuokatti

Saturday 13.7. pm Relay
Closing Ceremony
Banquet

Vuokatti
Vuokatti
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3. Competitions and training 
opportunities before WOC 2013

Date Event Place
Monday 4.7. Euromeeting Sprint Kuhmo

Tuesday 5.7. Euromeeting
Long distance mass start

Kuhmo

Thursday 7.7. Euromeeting Middle distance Kuhmo

Friday 8.7. Euromeeting Pursuit Kuhmo

2.–8.7. Euromeeting +
training camp

Vuokatti, Kuhmo

2011

Date Event Place
Sunday 1.7. Kainuu O-week Kajaani

Tuesday 3.7. Kainuu O-week Kajaani

Thursday 5.7. Kainuu O-week Kajaani

Friday 6.7. Kainuu O-week Kajaani

Saturday 7.9. World Cup Sprint Kajaani

Sunday 8.9. World Cup Final 
Middle distance

Vuokatti

9.–16.9. Training camp 1 Vuokatti, Kajaani

2012

Date Event Place
9.–14.6. Training camp 2 Vuokatti

2013

Maps without overprinting 4 euros

Maps overprinted with controls or courses 6 euros

Map fi les in JPEG format 80 euros

Training session with Emit timing 80 euros + maps 6 euros

Organized race 100 euros + maps 6 euros

Contact: jyrki.uotila@woc2013.fi 

Costs

Location map and copies of training maps are published on the WOC Website. In 2011 
there are three maps relevant to long distance terrain and one relevant to middle 
distance and relay terrain available. After Euromeeting competition 2.–8.7.2011 are 
those competition terrains open for training. All the maps have been made by WOC 
map makers.

Further information: info@woc2013.fi
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4. Event Centre and Accommodation
Vuokatti Sports Institute is a compact venue with facilities for all necessary activities. 
Race offi ce, media centre, IOF meetings, team leaders meetings are situated inside 
500 m distance. Race offi ce of Kainuu Orienteering week are situated separately in 
the same area.

Accommodation for the teams and VIP guests will be organised centrally in the Event 
Centre and in the Athletes’ Village. The aim is to create an ‘Olympic Village’ atmosphere 
for athletes and teams. This new approach takes the village to Vuokatti Sports Institute, 
where the teams can enjoy versatile possibilities for supplementary training, recrea-
tion, relaxation and of course excellent, specially for athletes planned food and all level 
accommodations. 

Athletes´ Village is able to offer accommodation of all levels in the same environment 
at Vuokatti Sports Institute (from the hostel and hotel level to high level apartments 
with saunas). Prices will be given in bulletin 2.

Meals to athletes, teams and VIP guests will be organized from early morning to late 
evening online in athletes´ restaurant of Vuokatti Sports Institute.

Orienteering maps for training are reachable directly from Vuokatti Sports Institute.

Contact: tel. +358 8619 1500
          myyntipalvelu@vuokattisport.fi 

WOC
The Competition rules for IOF Foot Orienteering Events shall be applied to participation 
in World Orienteering Championships 2013:

“There is one class for women and one for men. There are no age restrictions.”

WTOC
The Competition rules for IOF Trail Orienteering Events shall be applied to participation 
in World Trail Orienteering Championships 2013:

“All competitors, regardless of sex, age or physical ability/disability are eligible to be 
entered for the World Championships Open class competition.”

5. Classes and entry regulations

”Only competitors who have a permanent disability that signifi cantly reduces their 
mobility are eligible to be entered for the paralympic class.“

Kainuu Orienteering Week
During the World Championships a 4 days competition will be held for all classes from 
8 to 95, men and women. Separate sprint competition will be held after WOC sprint 
qualifi cation.

All the races will take place in WOC terrains.



7

Embargoed areas are presented on the WOC Website as a zoomable version. 
Copies of existing maps are published on the WOC Website.

6. Embargoed areas

7. Organising Committee
Chairman Timo Härkönen

Vice Chairman Timo Welsby

Secretary General, Finance Mika Tuononen

WOC Secretary Riikka Visa

WOC Event Director Jyrki Uotila

WTOC Event Director Antti Flöjt

KOW Event Director Jarmo Hyvönen

Marketing Manager Markku Haverinen

Media Director Kari Kinnunen

Finish Orienteering Federation Mika Kulmala

Finish Orienteering Federation Petteri Palmi

IOF Sport Director, leader of Event Advising Team Björn Persson

IOF Senior Event Advisor Henning Spjelkavik

National Controller Heikki Peltola

Event Controllers



Organising
committee
WOC 2013
Opistontie 4
88615 Vuokatin Urheiluopisto
Finland

Contact
WOC 2013

E-mail: info@woc2013.fi

www.woc2013.fi 
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